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CubeSats - Specification1. «CubeSats» ?



CubeSats - Deployers

Deployer provides with decoupling from launcher:
- mechanically
- programmatic
- risk (technical, schedule)
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1999: Standard issued by CalPoly + Stanford (Prof. Twiggs)

2003: 1st launch (Eurockot, Russia)

2012: 1st deployment from ISS

2014: 1st constellation (PlanetLabs)

Now: 1302 CubeSats launched

? in development
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CubeSats ςNot only a standardized size

ÅAgile development

ÅHardware oriented (flatsat)

ÅRisk accepting

ÅNo/little redundancy

ÅCOTS subsystems widely

available

Å(often) protoflight model 

philosophy

é but also a specific development approach: 
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CubeSats ςA few remarkable projects

Planet (previously Planet Labs):

- Private company, commercial

- Earth imaging, monitoring applications

- 418 3U CubeSats launched

- Launching every 3-4 months

- 3-5 m resolution

- Now imaging the entire Earthôslandmass every day!
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